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E N S U R I N G  R E L I A B I L I T Y  A S  P O W E R 
S U P P L Y  T I G H T E N S

You expect reliable and affordable 
electricity from your electric cooperative, 
so how does your co-op deliver on that 
promise?

A complex network of electricity 
generators and tens of thousands of miles 
of electrical lines work together to ensure 
that enough electricity is available on the 
coldest winter morning and during the dog 
days of summer. 

What happens when the demand for 
power overwhelms the ability to provide 
it? That ’s a particularly vexing question 
given the transition taking place in how 
electricity is produced and shared across 
this network.  

The key to meeting the energy needs so 
essential to your quality of life is balancing 
electricity supply with demand. 

While that may sound simple, there is a 
complex web of facilities and organizations 
that work together to make it happen each 
day. Regional transmission organizations 
coordinate, control and monitor the electric 
grid across several states in a region. Think 
of them as energy traffic managers on an 
interstate highway system, regulating the 
number of cars – in this case, electricity – 
and their destination. 

Even so, on some days there is an 
imbalance in that system that leads to 
rolling power interruptions or blackouts—

so-called “max-gen” events. In those cases, 
supply simply can’t keep up. 

Simply, that ’s because power plants 
that generate electricity are being closed 
faster than new producers come online. 
In most cases, traditional large-scale 
power suppliers such as coal and nuclear 
plants are being closed and replaced by 
alternatives on a much smaller scale. And 
this gap is closing more quickly despite 
the development of new natural gas-fueled 
power plants. 

As more electric utilities pursue zero- 
or low-carbon initiatives by 2035 and 
beyond, this challenge will grow more 
complex . So, what ’s the answer?

-  M A R K  WA L L I N G ,  C E O

Electric cooperatives and others 
in the energy sector will continue to 
develop renewable options and pursue 
new technologies. But absent, new 
large-scale alternatives and advances in 
energy storage, the stalwarts of today ’s 
energy fleet—coal and nuclear energy 

facilities must continue to operate in 
many regions. In some, they remain the 
most cost-effective options for producing 
electricity. 

Traditional large-scale power suppliers such as coal and nuclear plants are being 
closed and replaced by alternatives on a much smaller scale.
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C O A S T A L  E L E C T R I C 
C O O P E R A T I V E ,  I N C .
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O F F I C E  H O U R S
8 : 0 0 — 4 : 3 0  P . M .

M O N D A Y — F R I D A Y

G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N
( 8 4 3 )  5 3 8 - 5 7 0 0

O U T A G E  L I N E S
( 8 4 3 )  5 3 8 - 5 7 0 0
( 8 4 3 )  5 3 8 - 5 8 0 0

A U T O M A T E D  P H O N E 
S Y S T E M

( 8 4 3 )  5 3 8 - 5 8 0 0
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M A R K  W A L L I N G 
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UPGRADE 
UNLOCKED

New Look .  New Experience .  Same SmartHub.

Manage your account like never before with the new, improved 
SmartHub web application. A simplified yet enhanced design is 
coming your way soon. This new version of SmartHub puts your 
usage and payment details front and center for fast, easy access and 
the simplified menu structure makes navigating the site a breeze. 
Keep an eye out for more details soon!

Visit www.coastal.coop or Call 843-538-5700 
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MEMBER
INVESTMENT
PROGRAM

Investing in yourself 
and your community.  

PROGRAM DETAILS
 Open to any Member 

    of the Cooperative and 
    resident of SC

 Minimum investment of 
    $5,000

 Interest is compounded 
    daily

S I M P L E  I N V E S T M E N T W I T H  G R E AT R E T U R N
The Member Investment Program is a program that 
provides you the opportunity to invest in the strength of 
your local electric cooperative.  Investing with CEC will pay 
you a rate of return on standard and jumbo investments 
that will typically be greater than those paid on Certi cate 
of Deposit (CD’s) and money market accounts.

   Additional Investment 
may be made in 
increments of $1,000

  Interest is paid when the 
maturity date is reached.

  Interest rates for new 
investments will be 
subject to change daily

CURRENT RATES

   STANDARD 6.00% stated, 6.183% APY
    (<$99,999)

   JUMBO 6.50% stated, 6.715% APY
    ( ≥ $100,000)

(AS OF 1/30/2024)



Ready for an experience 
you won’t forget?
Your co-op has two amazing trips planned this summer. Juniors: Apply for the 
Washington Youth Tour. Sophomores: Apply for the Cooperative Youth Summit. 
Juniors: Experience Washington, D.C., with hundreds of students from across South Carolina and the country, meeting 
lawmakers and touring all the sights. Your electric co-op will cover your round-trip plane ticket, tours and meals. In other 
words, it’s all free!

Sophomores: Experience South Carolina’s capital like never before. Tour the Statehouse, meet lawmakers and see how  
co-ops are preparing for our state’s energy future. Plus, there’s plenty of fun with visits to popular Columbia attractions 
like Riverbanks Zoo & Garden. Your electric co-op will cover all your expenses.

We’ve made it easy to apply for either FREE trip. Apply today!

Applications Available:  www.coastal.coop
Application Deadline: March 1, 2024

Cooperative Youth Summit: July 15-18, 2024Washington Youth Tour: June 15-20, 2024
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