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If you look around your home, you 
likely have more devices and equipment 
that require electricity than ever before. 
Our connected lives are increasingly 
dependent on more electricity to function. 
At the same time, as demand for electricity 
rises, Coastal Electric Cooperative must 
deliver an uninterrupted 24/7 power 
supply––regardless of market conditions 
or other circumstances.

As you would expect based on your 
family’s habits, electricity use fluctuates 
throughout the day based on consumer 
demand. CEC must be able to provide 
enough electricity to meet the energy 
needs of all members during times of 
highest energy use or “peak hours.” These 
peak times are typically in the morning as 
people start their day and in the evening as 
people return to their homes.

What you may not know is that electric 
utilities including CEC typically pay more 
for electricity––either from a power 
plant or from another utility with excess 
power––during those morning and 
evening “energy rush hours.” In addition, 
the demand for electricity is even higher 
when it’s especially cold outside, when 
heating systems must run longer to warm 
our homes.

If the “peak times” concept is a bit 
puzzling, here’s an easy way to think about 
it, and it’s similar to a major concert. We 
know costs go up when there is strong 
demand for tickets (or electricity), and 
both are subject to the basic economic 

laws of supply and demand. When a lot 
of people want the same thing, it’s more 
expensive. When they don’t, it’s cheaper––
like a bargain matinee or an “early bird” 
special at a restaurant. 

During peak periods when the cost to 
produce and purchase power is higher, 
we encourage you to take simple steps 
to save energy, such as turning your 
thermostat down a few notches, turning 
off unnecessary lights and waiting to use  
large appliances during off-peak times. 

You can also save energy by plugging 
electronics and equipment such as 
computers, printers and TVs into a power 
strip, then turn it off at the switch during 
peak hours. If you have a programmable 
thermostat, adjust the settings to sync up 
with off-peak rate periods. When we all 
work together to reduce energy use during 
periods of high electricity demand, we can 
relieve pressure on the grid and save a 
little money along the way. 

Another benefit of this time-of-use 
approach to electricity use allows greater 
control over your bill. Reducing the peak 
impacts the power-supply cost to every co-
op member. This is particularly noticeable 
as energy costs have risen across the U.S. 
Collectively, everyone conserving energy 
and making small changes can truly make 
a difference. 

Remember, taking simple steps to save 
energy throughout the day and shifting 
energy intensive chores to off-peak hours is 

a smart choice for you and our community. 
Visit our website to learn more about peak 
energy times and our rates.

Beat the Peak
By: Anne Prince

Watts GoinG on...

CO-OP PROGRAM

HIGHLIGHT

You can use your Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, Discover card, 
or Bank Account to take advantage 
of Coastal Electric’s automatic draft 
program. 
You will still receive monthly billing 
statements showing your kilowatt usage 
and the amount due.   Your bill will 
simply be drafted around the same time 
each month.

Credit Card & Bank Draft

Budget Billing

Are you looking for a way to keep your 
electric bills on the level each month, no 
matter what the weather outside?

With Coastal Electric’s Levelized billing, 
you ...

• pay the same amount each month

• eliminate any unexpected surprises 
when you open your bill

• spread the effect of rising costs over 
a period of time so they don’t hit you 
all at once.



WWW.COASTAL.COOPPage 2

Lewis H. Latimer revolutionized 
electricity in homes! Latimer created 
the carbon light filament, helping 
to make incandescent lighting 
more practical and affordable. 
Interestingly enough, he was a rival 
and friend to Thomas Edison, and the 
two eventually teamed up in the lab. 
Latimer had numerous inventions 
and wrote the first book on electric 
lighting. #CelebrateBlackHistory 

#BlackHistoryMonth

Love your smart home tech? You 
can thank James West for that! West 
co-patented the electric microphone, 
which is still used in a variety of 
essential technologies today. West 
achieved numerous U.S. patents 
during his 40-year career at Bell 
Laboratories and later served as a 
research professor at Johns Hopkins 
University. #CelebrateBlackHistory 

#BlackHistoryMonth 

Elijah McCoy left behind a legacy 
of successful inventions that 
continue to benefit us today. Many 
of his inventions were related to 
railway improvements, including 
the oil-drip cup. He’s also well-
known for patenting a portable, 
foldable ironing board. McCoy 
received so many patents that 
many believe the phrase “the real 
McCoy” is based on his numerous 
inventions. #CelebrateBlackHistory 

#BlackHistoryMonth 
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MEMBER
INVESTMENT
PROGRAM

Let your money work 
for you.  

Investing in yourself 
and your community.  

S I M P L E  I N V E S T M E N T W I T H  G R E AT R E T U R N

INVESTMENTS ARE EVIDENCED BY UNSECURED PROMISSORY NOTES ISSUED BY THE COOPERATIVE.  THIS IS NOT INSURED BY FDIC OR ANY OTHER  
FEDERAL OR STATE AGENCY.  THERE IS A PENALTY FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL OF THE PRINCIPAL.

CEC is a customer owned electric distribution 
cooperative.  We are established to provide at 
cost electric service, governed by a board of 
directors whom are elected by the membership.  
Reliably serving the residents of Colleton, 
Bamberg & Dorchester Counties since 1940, 
today we have over 1,746 miles of electric 
distribution line, serving over 12,046 electric 
accounts.  It is our commitment to community 
and focus on excellence that makes us a solid 
choice for your investment.

WHY INVEST WITH US?

Contact CEC for your 
investment options and 

today’s current rate.

843-538-5700
www.coastal.coop

The Member Investment Program is a program that provides you 
the opportunity to invest in the strength of your local electric 
cooperative.  Investing with CEC will pay you a rate of return on 
standard and jumbo investments that will typically be greater than 
those paid on Certificate of Deposit (CD’s) and money market 
accounts. 

 Open to any Member  
    of the Cooperative and  
    resident of SC

 Minimum investment       
    of $5,000

 Fixed Interest Rate is  
    is compounded daily  
    for a 12 month period 

 
   Additional Investment 
may be made in 
increments of $1,000

  Interest is paid when 
the maturity date is 
reached.

PROGRAM DETAILS

COMPETITIVE RATES 
(as of 1/20/23; interest rates will be subject to change daily) 

< $99,999 = 3.75%           >$100,000 = 4.25%
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CONNECTIONCommunity
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INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

1/2 Cup  Mayonnaise
8 oz  Cream Cheese
1 Cup  Cheddar Cheese (grated) 
1/2 Cup  Monterey Jack (grated)
2  Scallions (finely chop)
Dash of Cayenne
8 Butter Crackers (crushed)
8 Slices of Bacon (cooked/crumbled)

Preheat oven to 350o.

Combine mayonnaise, cream cheese, 
cheddar cheese, monterey jack cheese, 
scallions and cayenne.

Place in 9” pan.  Top with crackers and 
bacon.  

Bake for 15 minutes

Serve with crackers or corn chips. 

Easy Cheese Dip

Submitted by: Terry Boyce
MEMBER’S RECIPES


